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SUBJECT: GDR FONMIN ON CARTER MESSAGE, FRG-GDR RELATIONS 
REES: A) BERLN 5385; B) BERLIN 5522; C) BERLIN 5554 

1 . IN A SPEECH TO THE EIFTH MEETING OF THE SED CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE MARCH 18, GDR FONMIN OSCAR FISCHER REPEATED 
MANY OF THE FOREIGN POLICY POINTS MADE BY HONECKER IN HIS 
POLITBURO REPORT THE DAY BEFORE, WITH A FEW INTERESTING 
TWISTS. MOST SIGNIFICANT PERHAPS WAS EISCHER'S REMARK 
THAT THE GDR HAD RECEIVED PRESIDENT CARTER'S MESSAGE TO THE 
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LEIPZIG FAIR " WITH INTEREST." 

2. IN RECITING THE USUAL ARGUMENTS AGAINST OPPONENTS OE 
DETENTE, EISCHER NOTED THAT THE ENEMY TRIED TO USE ECONOMIC- 
FINANCIAL PRESSURE AND SUBVERSION TO FIGHT SOCIALISM. 

BUT IN FISCHER'S OPINION, NO SOCIALIST COUNTRY, INCLUDING 
THE GDR, WAS CAPABLE OF BEING PRESSURED IN THIS WAY. 
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3. ON THE ERG , EISCHER ACCUSED CERTAIN WEST GERMAN 

GROUPS OE SEEKING DOMINANCE IN WESTERN EUROEP, NATO, AND THE 
EEC. THE ERG SOUGHT TO INTEREERE IN THE INTERNAL AEEAIRS 
OE THE GDR AND OTHER COUNTRIES, EISCHER ALLEGED , A 
TENDENCY MADE MORE SERIOUS BY THE '' TRADITIONAL INABILITY 
OE GERMAN IMPERIALISM AND MILITARISM" TO CORRECTLY ASSESS 
THE POWER BALANCE. EISCHER SAID THAT HONECKER HAD BASED 
HIS POSITION TOWARD THE ERG IN HIS SAARBRUECKER ZEITUNG 
INTERVIEW ( REF A) ON THE DECISIONS OE THE WARSAW PACT 
CONSULATATIVE COMMITTEE. SPECIFICALLY, HONECKER HAD SHOWN 
THAT THE WAY TO CUNTER THE ENEEMY'S ARGUMENTS WAS TO BRING 
BASIC PROBLEMS TO THE FOREERONT. 

4. EISHCER REPEATED HONECKER'S STATEMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
BY POINTING OUT THAT BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS, PARTICULARLY 
THE RIGHT TO WORK, THE RIGHT TO SECURITY, AND THE RIGHT 
TO PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, WERE ASSURED UNDER SOCIALISM. 

THE SOCIALIST STATES WOULD NOT ALLOW " EALSE STANDARDS" 

TO BE FORCED UPON THEM. 

5. COMMENT: THE GDR PLAYED UP THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
TO THE LEIPZIG PAIR BY GIVING IT FRONT PAGE COVERAE IN 

ND ( REF B) AND NOW IN FISCHER'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE SPEECH, 

AN APPARENT SIGN OP THE GDR'S WILLINGNESS TO RESPOND TO 
(ANY) ENCOURAGING SIGNALS IN BILATERAL AFPAIRS. 

6. PISCHER'S SPEECH IS A PURTHER INDICATION OP GDR 
CONPIDENCE THE FRG WILL NOT USE ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIPS 
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AGAINST IT IN SPITE OP RECENT GDR STEPS ON BERLIN AND TURNING 
BACK INCREASED NUMBERS OP FRG CITIZENS ATTEMTPTING TO VISIT 
THE GDR. PISCHER'S STATEMENT THAT THE GDR WILL COUNTER 
ERG INTERPERENCE IN ITS INTERNAL AFPAIRS BY FOCUSING ON 
BASIC PROBLEMS PITS IN WITH HONECKER'S EMPHASIS ON THE 
ISSUES OF GDR CITIZENSHIP AND THE PRG-GDR BORDER IN HIS 
MARCH 17 POLITBURO STATEMENT ( REP C). PISCHER'S SPEECH 
CONTAINS THE FIRST REFERENCE WE HAVE SEEN TO THIS POSITION 
BEING SUPPORTED BY THE WARSAW PACT AND RESULTING PROM THE 
RECENT WARSAW PACT MEETING IN BUCHAREST. 

POLANSKY 
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